
Barbara Jean Fricke
November 18, 1950 - May 27, 2026

Retired educator, beloved sister and aunt, and proud native of the Petersburg
community, Barbara Fricke, passed away unexpectedly on May 27, 2026, at
her home. 

Barbara, 75, entered life on November 18, 1950, the youngest of three
daughters born to Marion and Clarence Fricke. Although she was born the
youngest of the Fricke girls, she would have loved to have changed the
dynamics of that birth order to being the oldest and the one in charge. She
was fiercely independent and charted her own course wherever she went. 

 

Her loss will be acutely felt by her survivors: Her sisters; Patricia Schlobohm
of Petersburg and Marcia Feagans (husband Mike) of Prescott, Arizona; her
nieces and nephews; Alyssa Campbell (husband Colin) of Seattle,
Washington, Jake Feagans (wife Mary) of Santa Rosa Beach, Florida, Erik
Schlobohm (wife Suzanne) of Littleton, Colorado, Trisha Schlobohm of
Springfield, Illinois, and Matt Schlobohm of Springfield, Illinois; and six
cherished great nieces. Her nieces, nephews, and great nieces were the
sunshine in her life. Aunt Barb never missed a holiday or birthday and was
always ready to help in any situation. 

 

Following her graduation from PORTA where she was valedictorian of her
class, she entered the University of Illinois where she graduated with a BS in



Education in 1973. She then moved to Arlington Heights, Illinois where she
taught second and third grade for thirty years. After her move from the
classroom, she was the school librarian for several years. 

Barbara was bright, funny, opinionated, kind, generous, curious, and a” force
to be reckoned with.” Music was an important aspect of her life. She played
the violin in community orchestras in the Chicago and in Springfield areas. To
her great delight, her great niece, Marion, also plays the violin. She adored
the opera and had season tickets in Chicago for years. 

 

Barbara had a heart of gold for homeless felines and animals of all kinds. She
provided a” Garden of Eden” in her home for 6-7 cats that appeared on her
doorstep. She couldn’t tolerate a hungry, homeless cat and took in many.
Hiking/walking, reading, exercising, and playing the violin were avid interests
in her life. Barb especially enjoyed reading Sherlock Holmes stories and
mysteries of all varieties. She joined a Sherlock Holmes Book Club and
marveled at the literary details in these novels. 

 

She loved traveling and was planning a September walking trip to the English
countryside. She traveled in Europe with friends and thoroughly enjoyed the
art and culture of newfound locations. Her circle of friends who shared these
interests were an important and cherished aspect of her life. Barb was a
strong advocate for the Petersburg community. She volunteered at the
community Food Bank and Wheels on Meals and eagerly participated in many
special events in the area. Her home, a block from the square, made it easy to
fully participate in all things” Petersburg”. 

 

A memorial visitation will be held on Sunday, June 7th, 2026, from 2:00 to
4:00 pm at Hurley Funeral Home, Petersburg, IL 62675. A gathering of friends
and family will be held on Monday, June 8th, 2026, at 11:00 am at Rosehill
Cemetery. 



Memorials in Barbara’s honor can be made to the Menard County Food
Pantry 119 W Douglas Street Petersburg, Illinois 62675 or to MAP; Menard
Animal Protection 125 W Concord Drive Petersburg, Illinois 62675 

 

Hurley Funeral Home in Petersburg is assisting the family with funeral
arrangements. Condolences and memories may be shared online at
hurleyfh.com



Cemetery Details

Rose Hill Cemetery

Petersburg, IL 62675

Previous Events

Visitation

JUN 7. 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM (CT)

Hurley Funeral Home - Petersburg
122 West Douglas Avenue
Petersburg, IL 62675
(217) 632-2500
https://www.hurleyfh.com/

Graveside Service

JUN 8. 11:00 AM (CT)

Rose Hill Cemetery
IL-123
Petersburg, IL 62675
(217) 632-3022

https://www.hurleyfh.com/
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Deb Price Schrowang - June 02 at 03:13 PM

My sister, Lynn Price and Barb were good friends in our high school
years. They were Class of '68 and I was Class of '70. They took me
on their adventures back then and I was grateful to them. We
definitely had some good times! RIP, dear Barb. You had a good
sense of humor and we laughed a lot. I can still remember your red
Mustang. Fun times. RIP, Barb.

Deb Price Schrowang - June 02 at 02:49 PM

Oh dear....I use to go places with Barb and my sister, Lynn in high
school . She was always so nice.

Larry and Mary Hundt - June 02 at 10:30 AM

Larry and Mary Hundt sent a virtual gift in
memory of Barbara Fricke

Richard Tappan (Dick) - June 01 at 11:24 PM

Barb will be greatly missed by friends and family. This is a huge loss
for the PORTA class of ‘68 and Petersburg.
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Rebecca Newton - June 01 at 09:08 PM

I had the pleasure of being one of Barb’s
yoga teachers. Her obituary was heartfelt and
beautifully written. Having been the youngest
of four older sisters, I can relate to her
wanting to switch up the birth order. 🤣 When
I think of Barb, I picture the delight in her eyes when she encounters
a toffee chocolate chip cookie from Cafe Amulet. She loved those!
She was also one of the last to be quiet once yoga class began. I
would sometimes, cheekily, call Barb out (or bang on a tambourine
if it was particularly rowdy) and she would flash me a mischievous
grin as she was the last to sit on her mat. My heart aches for all of
her loved ones, she had a profound impact on those who were lucky
enough to know her.


