
Betty J. Knollenberg
April 17, 1929 - May 18, 2025

Betty June Knollenberg Born April 17th, 1929 Lived in Mason City IL and
passed away peacefully at age 96 on May 18th, 2025, at the Mason City Area
Nursing Home. Born Betty June Schmidt from Beason IL, the daughter of
Oleta and Gustav Schmidt. 

 She married Dwight O. Knollenberg on August 29th, 1948, at United
Methodist Church in Lincoln, IL. They started their life together in Mason City
soon after they married in 1948. They were married for 66 years until Dwight
passed in 2014. 

 

Betty is survived by three boys: Ron (Linda) Knollenberg of Mason City, IL,
Joe (Linda) Knollenberg of Springfield, IL and John Knollenberg of Springfield,
IL, as well as eight grandchildren, and three great grandchildren. 

 Betty, who wore many hats, was foremost a homemaker and happily reared
the boys with much fanfare for all birthdays and special occasions. It has been
noted that the cookie jar was never empty. 

 

She played a large part in the Knollenberg Auction business in Mason City as
she was quite proficient in all things antique. Because she was an antique
aficionado, her house was filled with many wonderful and beautiful items and
most came with stories of her own family history. She always referred to her
antiques as her “pretties" and took great care to ensure they had a good
home. 



Christmas was her favorite time of year and she would spend weeks getting
ready for the special holiday by decorating the house, baking cookies, pies
and “roly-polys." 

 She was known for her Christmas cookie route (chauffeured by either Dwight
or Matt) in Mason City, delivering cookie trays filled with loads of homemade
cookies to dozens of homes for many years. 

She loved to sing and one of her favorite movies was “The Sound of Music”.
As a young girl she would attend small town gatherings and yodel while her
dad accompanied with an instrument. 

 

After she “retired” from the auction business she began her true calling,
ministering to nursing homes which lasted for over 30 years. She often shared
a story about how she helped a frightened nursing home resident find peace
by praying with him during one of her many visits. 

 

She had a great love for learning God's Word which led her on an educational
trip to the Holy Land where she was able to visit the places she was studying
in the Bible. She shared her photos and what she learned on that trip in her
ministry. 

Scott, her oldest grandson, had the privilege of having his beloved “Grandma
Betty” officiate his wedding. It was a truly special moment as she became an
ordained minister for this very occasion. 

 

She frequently spoke of how great her childhood was and how much she
loved her parents and grandparents. Betty was known as an exceptionally
caring and loving person by everyone who had the privilege of being a part of
her life. 



The family would like to extend a special thanks to all the caregivers who
attended to Betty at the Mason City Area Nursing home, as well as Gentiva
Hospice. 

 

A funeral service will be held for Betty at Mason City Assembly of God Church
on Thursday, May 29, 2025 at 11:00 AM, visitation will be held from 10:00 until
the time of service, Pastor James Sprinkel officiating. Burial to follow the
services at Mason City Cemetery . Memorial contributions may be made to
the Assembly of God Church where she was an enthusiastic member of the
church for over 40yrs, playing the piano, organ, teaching Sunday school, and
singing in the choir. Online condolences can be made to www.hurleyfh.com.
Hurley Funeral Home in Mason City is in charge of the arrangements.



Cemetery Details

Mason City Cemetery

Mason City, IL 62664

Previous Events

Visitation

MAY 29. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Assembly of God Church- Mason City
121 E. Arch
Mason City, IL 62664
(217) 482-3806

Funeral Service

MAY 29. 11:00 AM (CT)

Assembly of God Church- Mason City
121 E. Arch
Mason City, IL 62664
(217) 482-3806
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Love Your Veg Team - May 27, 2025 at 12:25 PM

Love Your Veg Team purchased the Blue Caribbe
an Bouquet for the family of Betty J. Knollenberg.

Beverly Stafford - May 27, 2025 at 11:22 AM

Beverly Stafford sent a virtual gift in memory of
Betty Knollenberg

Ron and Sue Sanert - May 27, 2025 at 10:38 AM

Ron and Sue Sanert lit a candle in memory of
Betty Knollenberg

Pamela Karr-Cook - May 24, 2025 at 09:34 PM

Pamela Karr-Cook lit a candle in memory of
Betty Knollenberg

https://www.hurleyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hurleyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hurleyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1490&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Rita Gottfred - May 24, 2025 at 08:25 PM

Sure am sorry to hear Betty has passed. I do remember her and her
pleasant presence well. So nice to everyone. I’m so glad to read
that she only came to full blossom as she got older. Praying for all
of you who love her as you grieve. 
Rita Becker Gottfred

Kyle Holt and Family - May 24, 2025 at 04:39 PM

Kyle Holt and Family purchased the Pink Tribute
Spray for the family of Betty J. Knollenberg.

May 23, 2025 at 10:33 PM

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Betty J. Knollenberg.

May 23, 2025 at 10:33 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Betty J. Knollenberg.

https://www.hurleyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1390&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hurleyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1390&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hurleyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1390&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hurleyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hurleyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4370&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Bill Mangold - May 23, 2025 at 10:02 AM

Bill Mangold lit a candle in memory of Betty
Knollenberg

Kim Allen - May 23, 2025 at 09:07 AM

Kim Allen lit a candle in memory of Betty
Knollenberg

DEBBIE LOY - May 22, 2025 at 09:33 AM

DEBBIE LOY lit a candle in memory of Betty
Knollenberg

Elaine Long - May 22, 2025 at 09:26 AM

Sympathy and prayers to the family. I'm so
sorry for your loss. RIP Betty.
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Joyce Fischer - May 22, 2025 at 08:16 AM

Joyce Fischer lit a candle in memory of Betty
Knollenberg

Rosanne Sarff - May 21, 2025 at 05:44 PM

Our sincere condolences for your loss. 
Darell and Rosanne Sarff

Rhonda K. - May 21, 2025 at 11:20 AM

It was a pleasure caring for Miss Betty at MCANH. She was a sweet
lady. She will be missed.

Karen Hollibaugh - May 21, 2025 at 11:01 AM

Thinking of you. Sending love and prayers… 

Kay Zimmerman - May 21, 2025 at 08:38 AM

so very sorry and sending my heartfelt
sympathy to you all.
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Sandy Elrod Hagan - May 21, 2025 at 08:36 AM

Prayers for her family and friends

Larry and Mary Hundt - May 21, 2025 at 08:23 AM

Larry and Mary Hundt sent a virtual gift in
memory of Betty Knollenberg

Verna Gribbin - May 21, 2025 at 06:56 AM

So sorry for your loss. Sending love and prayers to the family. Love,
Verna (Dunker) Gribbin.

jean meikle - May 20, 2025 at 03:47 PM

So sorry to the entire family my thoughts and
prayers to you all jean Meikle


