
Howard Marion Johnson
March 23, 1927 - December 25, 2015

Howard Marion Johnson of Chandlerville passed away on December 25, 2015
at 9:30 pm at Passavant Hospital in Jacksonville. 

 He was the son of William "Euwell" and Bertha Mahalia (Thompson) Johnson.
He was born in Mason County, Illinois just across the Sangamon River from
Chandlerville on March 23, 1927. 

 Howard lost his father at the early age of 6 months. His mother (Bertha), sister
(Berneice) and brother (Harold) moved to Chandlerville where his mother
worked odd jobs (laundry, cooking) to support her family. Howard and his
brother did many jobs as they grew up such as collecting bait for the local
fisherman. 

 He went to Chandlerville High School and never missed a day. During school,
he played basketball, baseball and track for the Chandlerville Comets. 
Upon graduation in 1945, he joined the Army Air Force. After basic training at
Fort McClellen Alabama and Camp Picket Virginia, he was assigned to
Iceland as an administration specialist. He went to Paris, France for 24 days
of R&R but went back to Iceland. He returned statewide through Westover
Field Massachusetts and was discharged as a Staff Sargent. After discharge,
he continued to serve in the Army Reserve for seven more years, from 1949 -
1956. 

 After returning from the military, he worked for the Regional Service Center in
Illiopolis, Caterpillar in Peoria, and Lincoln Ordinance in Springfield. He went
to work for Mr. Arthalony in the West Food Store in Chandlerville. When Mr.



Arthalony decided to retire, he supported Howard in being named Manager of
the store - one of the youngest Managers in the West Food Chain. 

 He met Margaret Ann Foote of Jacksonville in a bowling alley when one of his
grocery supply men introduced him. He married her on February 14, 1960 in
Jacksonville at Grace United Methodist Church. With his wife, they opened a
little ice cream stand (Dairy Dip) which later expanded to a restaurant which
his brother and him built (now Hollywood's Cafe). Margaret gave birth to their
first daughter, Alicia Ann who had lung problems and passed away 15 days
after her birth. Several years after, Margaret gave birth to their daughter,
Janna Marion. Margaret preceded him in death on January 23, 2010. 
After the death of his sister, Howard and his wife took in their two nieces,
Bertha and Jessie. Both Howard and Margaret thought of the two nieces more
as their children than nieces. They started the process for restoring the old
Marcus Chandler house on South Main St. to fit the expanded family. Howard
and Margaret also fostered two children, Sheryl Conway and Hal Pollard. 

 When the West Food Chain decided to sell out, Howard bought the store out
and later moved to where the restaurant had been. While running the grocery
store, he became a substitute mail carrier in 1972. After closing the grocery &
hardware store in 1982, he became a full time mail carrier and delivered mail
around Chandlerville, Oakford, Kilbourne and Mason County with 20 years of
serivce. 

 Howard enjoyed his daily coffee routine fondly called "going to the office". He
loved going to Hollywood's Cafe and solving the world's problems with all his
"buddies". His other favorite pasttime was taking care of his yard. He loved
getting out on the lawnmower and making it look good. 

 One of the best days of his life was when he went on the Land of Lincoln
Honor Flight in September of 2011. He enjoyed looking out the window during
the flight to Washington DC and going to all of the sites, especially the World
War II and the Air Force Memorials and the throughly enjoyed the Air and
Space Museum. 
Howard was a member of the Chandlerville Volunteer Fire Department and



served as its Fire Chief for a total of 35 years. He was a member of the
Chandlerville American Legion Post # 694 for 70 years signed up under Frank
Snyder. He attended the Fairview United Methodist Church with his wife for
many years. 

 He is survived by his daughter, Janna (Matt) Zachary of Chandlerville, Illinois;
niece, Jessie (Edean) Leinberger of Chandlerville; sister-in-law Joyce
Johnson of Beardstown; grand nephew Joe (Della) Leinberger of
Chandlerville, grand nephew Jason (Lizzy) Leinberger of Bloomington, IL;
grand nephew Josh Leinberger of Chanderville; grand niece Lisa (Bob)
Nannen of North Pekin; grand niece Angela Davies of Littleton, CO; and grand
nephew Nicholas (Tara) Davies of Chillicothe. Also surviving 4 great nieces
and nephews and various other nieces and nephews. He is also survived by
his favorite granddog Dobbie. He was preceded in death by his parents, wife
Margaret, daughter Alicia, brother Harold Johnson, sister Berneice Nichelson
and niece Bertha Davies. 

 In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Chandlerville American
Legion, Chandlerville Volunteer Fire Department or Fairview United Methodist
Church Cemetery Fund. Online memorial messages may be left for the family
at www.hurleyfh.com. 

 Visitation will be held at Lintner-Hurley Funeral Home in Chandlerville from
4:00 pm until 7:00 p.m. Monday, December 28, 2015. Funeral services will be
held at the funeral home onTuesday, December 29, 2015 at 10:30 a.m. Burial
will follow the services at Fairview Methodist Church Cemetery in Mason
County.



Cemetery Details

Fairview Cemetery

3900 County Road 800 E
Chandlerville, IL 62627

Previous Events

Visitation

DEC 28. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Lintner Hurley Funeral Home - Chandlerville
255 South Main Street 

 P.O. Box #346
Chandlerville, IL 62627
(217) 458-2424
https://www.hurleyfh.com/

Funeral

DEC 29. 10:30 AM (CT)

Lintner Hurley Funeral Home - Chandlerville
255 South Main Street 

 P.O. Box #346
Chandlerville, IL 62627
(217) 458-2424
https://www.hurleyfh.com/

https://www.hurleyfh.com/
https://www.hurleyfh.com/
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October 12, 2022 at 03:07 PM

Howard Marion Johnson

Gene& Evelyn Winner - December 28, 2015 at 06:47 PM

Gene& Evelyn Winner lit a candle in memory
of Howard Marion Johnson

December 28, 2015 at 12:07 PM

Love's Journey was purchased for the family of
Howard Marion Johnson.

December 28, 2015 at 11:34 AM

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of
Howard Marion Johnson.

https://www.hurleyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1450&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hurleyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1450&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hurleyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hurleyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Your friends at ILMO Products Company - December 28, 2015
at 10:07 AM

Your friends at ILMO Products Company
purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for
the family of Howard Marion Johnson.

Kim Mullinix - December 28, 2015 at 09:10 AM

Kim Mullinix lit a candle in memory of Howard
Marion Johnson

Kim Mullinix - December 28, 2015 at 09:09 AM

Janna, 
Please accept my heartfelt condolences. I will keep you and your
family in my thoughts and prayers. 

 Kim Mullinix

Judy - December 28, 2015 at 09:02 AM

So sorry to hear of his passing. He was a
wonderful mailman for us for many years as
well as being a cousin to my dad. Our
deepest sympathy. Judy Johnson Hofreiter

https://www.hurleyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hurleyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Daniel and Family - December 27, 2015 at 03:52 PM

Daniel and Family purchased the Crystal Cross B
ouquet for the family of Howard Marion Johnson.

Shelly Geneal Roat - December 27, 2015 at 01:03 PM

As a child, I remember going into the store daily. It was part of going
to the park. Katherine ringing up my purchase but Howard was
usually close by always friendly. I remember when the store first got
"Dad's Rootbeer" or at least when I first realized it. Howard
convinced me it was my dad's root beer which made me wonder
why had to pay for it. Howard was a nice man and my parents
always thought highly of him.

December 27, 2015 at 12:23 PM

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Howard Marion Johnson.

Angie Davies - December 27, 2015 at 11:28 AM

I remember many wonderful holidays spent with Uncle Howard and
Aunt Margaret. Always happy to have all the family over and always
had hugs for everyone. Good memories I cherish. Sending you my
love. Cousin Angela Davies

https://www.hurleyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4351&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hurleyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4351&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hurleyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4351&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hurleyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hurleyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1444&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Becky A. - December 27, 2015 at 08:59 AM

I first met Mr. Johnson several years ago when he had some
outpatient surgery at Passavant. In conversation with him learned
he lived in Chandlerville, so we had that in common. I actually saw
him more during outpatient procedures than I did in town. Visited
with him a couple times at Verna's. What a wonderful and kind man.
He will be missed. 
Becky A.


