
Lee Roy Lacey
June 1, 1942 - March 14, 2025

Lee Roy Lacey 82 of Manito passed away on March 14, 2025 at Hopedale
Hospital. Lee was born to 

 Aurel M. and Bertha E. (Shirley) Lacey on June 1, 1942 in Peoria, Illinois. The
family moved to Manito 

 shortly after his birth where Lee lived for the rest of his life. Attending school at
Forman School District, 

 Lee graduated with the Class of 1960. After graduation he attended Midstate
Business College in Peoria 

 and later the IBM School in St. Louis. Lee began his work career at the B and
J Café as a teenager. He 

 also worked for Julius Zeeke’s hardware store. Entering the Air Force in 1962
he served 2 years in Japan 

 and 18 months in Italy. Lee was stationed at Misawa Airforce Base. After
leaving the Air Force Lee was 

 employed by Palmer’s grocery store as store manager and later purchased
the store which became 

 “Lee’s Red Fox.” After a few years he sold the store and became a salesman
for ReJoyce grocery 

 products. Lee also worked for the Banner Times and also cooked many meals
at the Blue Spruce and 

 Mel’s Family Inn. Except for the time at ReJoyce Lee worked his entire life at
jobs in the Manito Area. 



Lee was involved in the formation of the annual Labor Day Festival which
evolved from the Bi-Centennial 

 celebration held in 1976. Renamed the “Popcorn Festival” Lee served as
Chairman and “Master of 

 Ceremonies” at many of the festival’s events for several years and announced
the entrants as they 

 passed the reviewing stand during the annual parade. In the earlier years of
the festival he often would 

 be seen wearing a White Tuxedo and top hat during the celebration. Lee was
a member of the Optimist 

 club serving as Lieutenant Governor for the Illinois District for several years. 
 Elected to the Manito Village board as a trustee and later as Village Clerk. Lee

served for five decades 
 and was still serving at the time of his death. He passed away before being

able to formally receive a 
 plaque commending him for his service both to the Village Board and for his

community activities but 
 was touched with gratitude when shown the image of the plaque. 

 Lee was a member of the Manito Methodist Church. 
 Lee married Mary Kay Marshall on October 10, 1970, Mary Kay and his

parents preceded him in death. 
 Surviving is Lee’s brothers Earl M. and Kenneth A. Lacey, 3 nieces, 3

nephews, and 3 step-nephews. And 
 a special Thank You for Tim Sondag’s help and concern for Lee during this

difficult time. Being Lee’s 
 brother always meant being on the alert because of his love for pulling pranks

and tricks on them and he 
 was even usually a good sport when they got “even.” 

 A memorial service will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, April 11, 2025, with
visitation one hour prior to the services at his church. Burial will follow the
services at Meadowlawn Cemetery, in Manito. Memorial contributions may be



made to Manito Community United Methodist Church or Emmanuel’s
Warehouse. 

 Maas Hurley Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.



Cemetery Details

Meadow Lawn Cemetery

801 E. Meadow Lawn St.
Manito, IL 61546

Previous Events

Visitation

APR 11. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Manito Community Methodist Church - Manito
109 S. Washington
Manito, IL 61546
(309) 968-6226

Memorial Service

APR 11. 11:00 AM (CT)

Manito Community Methodist Church - Manito
109 S. Washington
Manito, IL 61546
(309) 968-6226
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The Curtis family members. Janet, Jeanette & Joyce - March 23, 2025 at 05:22
PM

The Curtis family members. Janet, Jeanette & Joyce planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Lee Roy Lacey.

The Curtis family members. Janet, Jeanette & Joyce - March
23, 2025 at 05:22 PM

The Curtis family members. Janet, Jeanette &
Joyce purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllu
m for the family of Lee Roy Lacey.

Amy Sondag - March 21, 2025 at 10:25 PM

Amy Sondag lit a candle in memory of Lee
Roy Lacey

Brenda Hagan - March 20, 2025 at 09:28 AM

I worked with Lee in the 90’s at the Banner Times. Lee and Joe
taught me how to set pages with the new software at the time. And
we did have fun - Lee definitely was a prankster! That’s how I’ve
always remembered him - a very nice person and a great co-
worker. Sincere condolences to his family.

https://www.hurleyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hurleyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hurleyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Mary and Larry Hundt - March 20, 2025 at 09:03 AM

Mary and Larry Hundt sent a virtual gift in
memory of Lee Lacey

Steve and Kim Singley - March 19, 2025 at 05:32 PM

Lee is home with Jesus. Lee will be
remembered as a kind, Manito oriented
friend. May his family find peace and comfort
in our Lord.

KAREN - March 19, 2025 at 05:00 PM

KAREN lit a candle in memory of Lee Lacey

Cheryl Emmons Cockerham - March 19, 2025 at 10:31 AM

Cheryl Emmons Cockerham lit a candle in
memory of Lee Lacey


