
Marlene Izard
June 23, 1935 - January 5, 2024

Marlene Izard, age 88, went to her heavenly home on January 5, 2024. She
was born on June 23,1935 at her home in Meyer, Illinois and was the
daughter of Carol Carothers Caldwell and Joe Caldwell. She had 3 siblings,
Lynn Cawood, John Caldwell and Dan Caldwell. She attended Katherine
Gibbs College in Chicago, which was a secretarial school but also taught
courses in “dressing appropriately, serving tea, and other social refinements”.
She then married her high school sweetheart, Donald Izard, on May 30, 1954.
They raised 4 daughters and were always very active in their church and
community. Marlene was a stay at home mother but as her daughters got
older, she helped operate the Beardstown Farm and Home store with her
husband. Life then took Don and Marlene to Quincy, Illinois, and they both got
their real estate license and sold real estate together for a few years. Don
later accepted a job at a bank in Watseka, Illinois and Marlene enjoyed
working at Kaper’s True Value Hardware store in Watseka. After Don semi-
retired, they moved to Lake Petersburg and enjoyed the lake as well as their
new church family in Petersburg. They were always hosting family gatherings
and this continued after they moved to Havana. Shortly after moving to
Havana, Marlene was concerned with the nutritional needs of the children in
the community when school was not in session. She planned and
implemented the Havana Backpack Program which provides meals to children
on the weekends. This program is still in effect. 

 



Marlene is survived by her 2 brothers, several beloved nieces and nephews,
and her 4 children; Debra Lane, Donna (Dennis) Benedict, Cindy (Wayne) Noll
and Melissa Hentges. She is also survived by 9 grandchildren; Amber (Rusty)
Sarnes, Jay (Megan) Noll, Rachel (Travis) Davenport, Daniel (Jessica)
Benedict, Michael Benedict, Jonathon (Kelly) Lane, Josephine Baker, Olivia
Hentges, and Alex Hentges, as well as 10 great grandchildren. 

 

You seldom heard just “mom”, it was always “Mom and Dad” and you seldom
heard just “Don”. It was always “Don and Marlene”. Don preceded Marlene to
heaven 7 months ago. Although she loved and dedicated her life to her
children and grandchildren, she missed the love of her life terribly. The family
takes comfort in knowing that Don and Marlene are reunited again. 

 

Cremation rites have been accorded and a Celebration of Life will be held at a
later date. 

 

Hurley Funeral Home in Havana is in charge of arrangements.



Previous Events

Memorial Service

APR 13. 10:00 AM (CT)

First United Methodist Church - Havana
101 S. Broadway
Havana, IL 62644
(309) 543-4725
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Kathy Tyson Dolezal - January 22, 2024 at 12:53 PM

Kathy Dolezal lit a candle in memory of
Marlene Izard

Lori and Dan Wright - January 19, 2024 at 03:51 PM

Lori Dan Wright lit a candle in memory of
Marlene Izard

Carol Fisk Kolves - January 11, 2024 at 07:20 PM

I met Marlene in stretcherize class. Always enjoyed visiting with her.
Prayers to the family.

Lisa Jill Ulrich Thompson - January 11, 2024 at 04:14 PM

I remember both Mr.& Mrs.Izard.They went to
the church that I attended frequently. And
always had a welcoming spirit to my mother
and me.She sent many cards to me and my
family during a very difficult time. They both
showed love to many. Sincere sympathy to all the family! Lisa
Thompson
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Connie Atchison - January 11, 2024 at 03:00 PM

So, so sorry for your loss. I met Marlene in
church and always enjoyed talking with her.
She was a great person and will be missed.
Remember she will always be in your heart.

Mary Herring - January 11, 2024 at 12:51 PM

Mary Herring lit a candle in memory of
Marlene Izard

Nancy Elliott - January 11, 2024 at 09:23 AM

My thoughts and prayers are with her family.

Larry and Mary Hundt - January 11, 2024 at 08:49 AM

Larry Mary Hundt sent a virtual gift in memory
of Marlene Izard
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carol buchanan - January 10, 2024 at 05:34 PM

We're so sorry for your loss. The Mark & Carol Buchanan Family

Dan and Chris Wilson - January 10, 2024 at 05:07 PM

Dan Chris Wilson lit a candle in memory of
Marlene Izard

Carol. LAYTON - January 10, 2024 at 04:20 PM

We are so sorry to learn of this. , you are and have been in my
thoughts and prayers. I loved Marline,she was a nspecial friend.


