
Russell "Rusty" Evans
June 30, 1953 - October 2, 2016

Russell “Rusty” Evans, 63, passed away on Sunday, October 2, 2016. Rusty
completed his journey in this life after a valiant battle with cancer and lung
disease. Rusty slipped away comfortably at home, he always vowed that’s the
way he would go. He was born to Russell and Bessie Wadley Evans in Peoria.
He was the second oldest of 6 ornery boys-James of Lincoln, David (Jeanette)
of Bath, Rodger of Lincoln, Josh of Mason City and one little sister-Patty
(David) Bridgeman of Peoria. He married his first wife in 1971, after 12 years
that was enough. He was a busy man for years until he met the absolute love
of his life Lori Anderson, whom he has shared his home and life with for the
last 13 years. 

 Rusty loved nothing more than he did his children and grandchildren, they
were the light of his life. He is survived by five children, three daughters-Toni
(Saford) Bortell of Manito, Misty Evans of Marquette Heights, and Samantha
Martinie-Evans of Lincoln. His boys were his pride and joy, James Russell
“JR” (Patience) Evans of Mason City and Dakota (Meaghan) Martinie. His
grandbabies could do no wrong, he was so proud of Joshua and Jesse
Harbourn; Deseree, Koty, and Cole Bortell; Skylar, Cameron, and Hailey
Fischer; Austin and Shyann Beck; Darien, Aidin, and Addisyn Evans; Faith,
Bailey, and Joshua Martinie. He was beyond proud when he found out he
would be a great grandpa in December to twins. We can’t forget his four
legged babies as well, Sunshine and Sassy. 

 He was preceded in death by both of his parents and his favorite bank poling



partner-brother Ronnie. 
 Rusty served our country in for two years in the US Army, stationed primary in

Korea. He made three trips to Vietnam to guard equipment. He went to work
for Caterpillar shortly after finishing his military career, retiring this year with 40
years. 

 Rusty was a rowdy character in his younger years many could attest to some
stories. He had a life-long passion with fishing; many tall fishing stories were
shared on the front porch over a cup of coffee or a cold one in his later years.
He was always up to wheel and deal on every purchase, he had to be certain
he taught his children how to make a good deal. His unpredictable
conversation and hilarious one liners kept family on their toes, a tremendous
character. This loving man knew no strangers, he would give the shirt off his
back to help anyone in need, and he was always selfless and kind to all. His
last bit of advice he would leave you is love those babies and take the time to
go throw out that one last hook with them. 

 Funeral services for Rusty will be held Friday, October 7, 2016 at 11 am at the
Hurley Funeral Home in Mason City. Burial will follow at Mason City Cemetery.
The family will receive guests at a visitation on Thursday night, October 6,
2016 from 5 to 7 pm, also at Hurley Funeral Home. Memorial Donations can
be made in Rusty’s name to the Greater Peoria Honor flight program at http://
www.greaterpeoriahonorflight.org/paypal. Online condolences can be left for
the family at www.hurleyfh.com. 
Hurley Funeral Home in Mason City is assisting the family with arrangements.



Previous Events

Visitation

OCT 6. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Hurley Funeral Home - Mason City
603 East Chestnut
Mason City, IL 62664
(217) 482-5959
https://www.hurleyfh.com/

Funeral

OCT 7. 11:00 AM (CT)

Hurley Funeral Home - Mason City
603 East Chestnut
Mason City, IL 62664
(217) 482-5959
https://www.hurleyfh.com/

https://www.hurleyfh.com/
https://www.hurleyfh.com/


Tribute Wall



SM

PN

October 12, 2022 at 03:07 PM

Russell "Rusty" Evans

Samantha S Martinie - July 17, 2017 at 02:51 AM

Just sittin here wishin this was all still a big
dream!! Love you Daddy..... Always have n
always will!!! Till we meet to fish again!! ;)

Patty Noonan - October 09, 2016 at 07:11 AM

I just read this, and I'm sorry I didn't know earlier. Russell was my
classmate through school. My memory of him was of a quiet young
man who sat in the back of the room, was respectful in the
classroom, even a bit mysterious. Reading of his life, I see he had a
full and happy life, many people to love and much to be proud of. U
am sorry for your loss. 

  
"The strands are all there; to the memory nothing is ever lost."
Eudora Welty 

  
 
Patty Jackson Noonan
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Doris Swingler - October 07, 2016 at 02:30 PM

Toni 
  

I am so sorry for the loss of you father. I send my prayers at this
time for you and your family. You must remember the good times
and those fantastic memories. 
 
Doris Swingler

Vicki Weatherington - October 07, 2016 at 02:30 PM

Praying for you today.

October 06, 2016 at 02:38 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Russell "Rusty" Evans.

Michele Whitehead - October 06, 2016 at 12:12 AM

Michele Whitehead lit a candle in memory of
Russell "Rusty" Evans

https://www.hurleyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.hurleyfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser


MR

JA

CL

Mike & Sandy Robertson - October 05, 2016 at 08:15 PM

Mike & Sandy Robertson lit a candle in
memory of Russell "Rusty" Evans

Jo Adams - October 05, 2016 at 02:40 PM

Jo Adams lit a candle in memory of Russell
"Rusty" Evans

connie lohmann - October 05, 2016 at 08:44 AM

Our prayers are with all of you during this time
of sorrow. 

  
Kevin & Connie Lohmann

Loretta Ellis - October 04, 2016 at 10:54 PM

Loretta Ellis lit a candle in memory of Russell
"Rusty" Evans
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Loretta Ellis - October 04, 2016 at 10:51 PM

Loretta Ellis lit a candle in memory of Russell
"Rusty" Evans

Vicki Weatherington - October 04, 2016 at 06:50 PM

Toni, I'm so sorry for your loss. You loved him very much and took
excellent care of him. He must have been so proud of you! My
prayers of comfort and peace go out to you and all the people he
touched.

Brian and Lisa Shawgo - October 04, 2016 at 04:26 PM

Brian And Lisa Shawgo lit a candle in memory
of Russell "Rusty" Evans


